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Ry FRANK VAN RIPER
Washington, June 10 {(News
Bureau)—For more thar two dec-

- ades. the Central Intelligence
“Agency, acting with the knowledge
of at least three postmasters gen-

- eral and one attorney ceneral.
openad and photographed mail in.

the United States that was going v

= 4

Union. c .

The mail project, begun at the height
of tha Cold War as a “valuable intelli-
gence tool” and ended in 1973, was cen-
tered at Kennedy Internationsl Airport.

according to the Rockefeller Commission

to or coming from Communist .-
countries, especially the Soviet -

—

reported. Other less ambitious projects
were carried oui in the same period in
San Franciscd, Newark and New Or-
leans.

“YWhile in operation, the CIA’s do-
mestic mail opening programs were un-
lawful,” the commission concluded.
“United States statutes specifically for-
bid opening the mail.”

The panel recommended that there

_ be no further mail openings “eXcept
!, with express statutory authority in time
“of war.” . . .
The commission alsa said that CIA
mail “covers” —the process by which
envelopes, but not their contents, are
inspected — should be undertaken only
“on a limited and slective basis clearly
involving matters of national security.”
The report said that by 1959 the mail

- 9.3 million of those items.

. Those who did know at least
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opening projzct had been expanded “to’
include the epening of over 13,000 leiters
a vear.” By 1961, the report said, the
CIA had insialled a small Jaboratory (in.
New York) “for the technical examina-
tion of letters.” R
CIA figures indieated that, in the
last full yvear of operation, “The New',
York GCity mail intercept handled ap--
proximately 4.33 million itenis of mail
and examinad the outside ef more than
i Photographs
were taken of the exteriors of approxi-
mately 33,000 items. Some 8,700 items
were opened and the contents analyzed.”™
The mail project, begun in the Eisen-
hower adminisiration and carried through
the Nixon vyears, went forward without
the knowledge of an¥ President, the
commission maintained. -
some |
details of the project, the report said,
were Postmasters General Arthuv Sum-
merfield (under Eisenhower), J. Edward-
Day (under Kennedy), 2and Winzaa 30

Blount (underNixon). The report also
said that Attorrey General John N.|

Mitehell knew of and approved of the
project. - )
So mindral was the CIA that wnat it
was doing was illegal that it even sought
to fool the Posi Oifice Department
when the project was conceived in 1952,
the report said. The department was
originally told that only mail covers
were to be involved. But a CLA memor-
ardum observed ihat “once our unit is
in position. its activities and iafluence
could be exiended, so a3 tp secure from
this source every ¢rop of potential m-
formation available” -
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